not complain, but we had to wait half an
hour, till he had his laugh out, before we could
learn for certain that all the captain's organs
were in order.

There were some parts which were difficult
for us to play. The colonists refused to admit,
for example, of any shots "off stage." If you
were to be shot, then you must prepare your-
self for a severe ordeal. For your murder, an
ordinary revolver was usually employed, the
bullets removed from the cartridges, and all
the free space stuffed with hemp and wadding.
At the critical moment a volley of fire would
be poured out on you, and as the marksman
would inevitably be carried away by his role,
he was sure to aim at your eyes. If several
shots were to be fired, the whole of the barrel
using the same infernal device would be filled
for your benefit.

The audience,after all, had the advantage of
us: they could sit in warm coats, with stoves
placed about the room,and the only prohibitions
were against nibbling sunflower seeds and
arriving drunk at the theatre. According to
an old tradition, however, any citizen found,
after the most searching investigation, to
smell the least little bit of spirits, was consid-
ered drunk. The colonists were able to spot
persons giving off this smell, or even the hint
of it, among several hundred spectators,
and were still better able to drag them from
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